Ancient  coins.  j 

Some  Fine  Coins  are  Cheap. 

If  the  general  Collector  <f  antiques,  the  hobbv-rid^r  who  collects 

anything  from  grandfather  * s clocks  to  Chinese  perfume  bottles;  from 

walking  sticks  to  suits  of  ancient  armour,  knew  how  cheaply  very  many 

interesting  Original  coins  ranging  from  2300  to  1000  years  olfl.may  be 

obtained,  there  might  be  many  more  coin  colie  ctors  among  us  than  the 

few  hundred  scattered  over  the  country.  Coins  are  indeed  of  ancient 

invention  as  compared  to  postage  stamps,  whose  use  dates  hack  hardly 

one  hundred  years.  Many  of  the se  coins  of  the  ancients  are  little 

art  gems,  some  of  them  typifying  art  schools  unrepresented  today  by  on 

other  examples.  Creek  coins  are  all  but  imperishable  little  monuments 

of  the  ancient  engravers  best  work,  their  style  comparing  with  that  of 

the  best  monuments  so  sought  afte  r today  by  museums  and  colleges. 

That  then  do  these  coins  cost4?  Probably  the  earliest  comparatively 

is 


cheap  large-sized  Creek  Silver  coin,  the  Athenian  tetradrachm,  showing 
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the  archaic  Pallas  Athena  in  helmet,  with  the  bird  of  wisdom, the  owl, 
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and  the  name  of  the  city  on  the  reverse  a piece  which  can  be  had  today 
for  from  three  to  five  dollars.  The  Corinthian  series  of  silver  staters 
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.-resents  a wide  variety  of  symbols  and  types.  The  leading  features  or  i -- 

are  a beautiful  he*=d  of  Pallas  in  Various  formsof  helmets,  plain  or 

on 

decorated;  of  a more  refined  style  than . the  Athenian  coins  . A pegasus 
or  winged  horse  graces  the  back  of  it.  For  this  truly  superb  little 
art  coin  of  the  3rd  century  before  Christ  one  pays  only  $8  to  p4. 

Of  about  the  same  era,  we  note  the  extensive  series  of  the  Macedonian 
Conqueror  Alexander  the  Creat,  who  is  said  to  have  had  at  one  time 
no  less  than  fifteen  hundred  mints  in  operation, large  and  small. 

Had  Alexander  never  conquered  as  much  of  the  theijknown  world  as  history 
teaches  his  coins  alone  would  keep  his  name  familiar  for  untold  ages 
yet  to  come,  and  his  coinage  is  probably  the  largest  of  all  the  Creek 
His  tetradrachm  coin  shows  usually  a bold  and  striking  head 


series. 


of  Hercules  dressed  m a lion’s  skin,  while  the  bearded  Zeus  is  seated, 
on  the  reverse  side  holding  an  eagle  in  one  hand, while  Alexander* : name 
appears  in  Greek  Is  iers. . The  Zeus  figure  at  times  suggests  the  style 

cf  the  traditional  Christ  portraits.  , T7e  sometimes  read  of  finds  of 

" (X^/CL^  Ao-  f^ 

theJJe  Alexander  coins  in  both  silver  and  gold.  Over  10,000'were  found 
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of  the  Greek  tetradrachms  a few  years  at  Pemenhnr,  , Egypt , rated  as 
the  largest  modern  find.  As  the  late  Doctor  Kunz  once  remarked  to  the 
writer  " It  is  well  they  are  common  because  so  cheap  and  beautiful 
as  to  be  a.n  educational  influence  a$ong  our  people."  These  pieces 
a.re  sold  tdday  from  $2  to  $4  ajjiece..  The  earliest  moderately  priced 

gold,  or  electrum  coins,  a.re  those  of  Carthage,  showing  the  goddess 

lot ahamM 

Persephone  on  t vif0  obverse , with  a graceful  free-horse  on  the  reverse/ 
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which  sell  for  from  $15  to  $?,0  each,  tlexanrier's  golo  stater  is  another 
beautiful  and  cheap  gold  coin,  showing  Pallas  ina  helmet  and 

a winged  victory.  One  may  pick  up  such  a coin  today  for  $25  to  $30. 


It  has  around  $5  gold  in  it . . 


Many  smaller  Greek  silver  and  bron- e coins  are  obtainable  for  from 
fifty  cents  to  $1.50  . Coming  down  to  Roman  tiroes,  good  looking  den- 
arii of  common  types  of  Julius  Caesar  and  Marc  Antony  may  be  had  for 
from  $2  to  $3.T£ese  do  not  have  portrai ts ,but  bear  their  names. 

The  Dictator's  portrait  coins  are  scarce  and  come  higher. 

$2  to  $3  buys  a tolerably  good  example  of  the  metradrechms  issued  by 
the  early  Greek  princes  in  Egypt,  before  ^tirne  of  Cleopatra  VII.  , 

C0nstantine  the  Great,  a ruler  who  did  not  hesitate  to  style  him- 
self' Great"  (Maoc)  on  his  coins,  comes  cheap  , as  low  as  25  cents, 

while  quite  a line  of  Je  sser  Roman  Emperors  and  tyi^ran  + a command 
% 

the  same  * The  widow’s  mite  of  Jerusalem  costs  from  $1  to  $2 . 

It  is  a.  sma  11^  homely  affair  with  a Greek  inscription  as  a rule, 

MU  V / l>~  itx  ' 

except  for  the  earlier  Judean  ./rinces . A shekel  of  Simon  Maccapaeus 
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is  worth  from  $40  to  “50  to-day.  The  Roman  series  ended  at  476  A.P. 


but  the  Eastern  Empire  c ,n tinned  the  coinage  at  Constantinople  with 


debased  styles  of  tv^es,  in  both  gold  and  silver.  Many  of  these 
Byzantine  coins  are  cheap,  the  gold  ranging  for  the  commonest  from  $2.5 Q 
to  $7.50  apiece.  They  form  a connecting  link  with  the  large  series 
of  Prankish  and  English  coins  of  the  Middle  Ages.  Unglo-Saxon  silver 
sells  for  as  low  as  $1.50  per  coin.  'Villiam  the  orman  left  a large 
coinage  and  a dollar  and  fifty  cents  will  buy  one  of  his  pennies  in 
silver.  Some  years  ago  a huge  find  of  English  silver  pennies  of  H^irry 
III  was  made.  Of  these  one  European  coin  dealer  secured  IPO,  000.  jt  I *’v  *' 
Needless  to  add  the  market  for  Henry  Ill’s  pennies  went  to  smash 
and  now  the  penny  b -a.ring  his  head  and  name,  , with  the  reverse  types 
of  the  long  cross,  the  name  of  the  monever  and  the  mint  where  coined 
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is  offered  for  thir tv-f .ive  cents,  with  a discount  by  the  hundred. 

From  these  records  of  coin  prices  one  must  not  get  t e impression 
that  all  ancient  coins  are  cheap,  for  some  of  them  sell  for  $2,000 
apiece.  The  late  Clarence  Bement,  of  Philadelphia  , who  started  coin 
collecting  by  buying  a Byzantine  gold  coin  in  fine  state  for  $7.  became 
a connoisseur  in  the  ancient  series  and  finally  his  collection  was 
sold  at  auction  for  over  *100,000.  He  had  paid  over  $2,000  each  for 
quite  a few  of  his  choicest  Prreek  coins,  a.mon('  them  Syracuse  decacrachms  . 
The  ancient  coin  series  presents  an  almost  endless  field  to  the  student 
of  history,  art,  mythology  and  archaeology.  Yet  it  is  a field  in 
which  the  humblest  collector  rnav  com. .etc  with  the  ri  ch._  oonnoi sseur 
because  there  are  fine  coins  at  all  prices. 


THO^s  L.ELTJH" . 


